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obtained for that very affair which paid those pensions.*
They must hereafter be discharged by some other fund,
etc.

Heaven forbid I should pretend such difficulties ought
not to be surmounted I Improvement would then be ac-
complished. But they ought to have been foreseen,
which they have not; so that the public only perceives,
in this suppression, a real evil in return for an unasked
good. This mania to undersell the smugglers, or to de-
stroy illicit trade, if great care be not taken, will be
more injurious to the people than the trade itself was to
the State. Opposition to contraband trade ought to be
the consequence of one comprehensive system; and those
are short-sighted views which endeavor to correct partial
abuses, that appertain to the general vices of administra-
tion. The refining of sugar, the fabricating of arms,
silk, gauze, stuffs, cloths, in a word, whatever relates to
industry, all are directed by regulations destructive
to commerce. But may all this vanish by a single act of
volition? Impossible; without producing convulsions in
the State. And thus are truth and benevolence discred-
ited, and kings discouraged. Woe to him who pulls
down without precaution!

The principles of the two Kings, concerning their per-
sonal dignity, appear to be so different as to give room
for reflection, relative to this country. When Frederick II.
established the coffee monopoly, the citizens of Potsdam
were daring enough to load a cart with coffeepots and
coffeemills, to drive it through the town and overturn
it into the river. Frederick, who was a spectator of this
burlesque procession, opened his window and laughed
heartily. Here we have an anecdote of him whom they
call the Tiberius of Prussia. The following is another
of the Prussian Titus:

The day before yesterday, the clerk of a merchant,
named Olier, was imprisoned; and he was not informed,
till the morning after, that the cause of his imprison-
ment was some trifling speech relative to the King; and

*The author is here, as in many other places, obscure. The mean-
ing most probably is that they were pensions granted in return for
the sums that were risked at the establishment of the monopoly.in adoration.
and who had a greater number of coats, waistcoats, etc., than any
